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The impressions and memories one has of the great cities of the world
have much to do with the open spaces in the urban fabric of those
cities...........
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In midtown Manhatten in New York the Rockefeller Centre,
About the same size as Yonge and Eglinton plaza and
publicly accessible but privately owned, was completed in
1939

This is one of the most visited sites in New York



“Raymond Hood and Harvey Wiley Corbett collaborated as key senior figures
on the Center's larger team of designers, called the Associated Architects of
Rockefeller Center. In the earliest stages of the design, Corbett advised on the
overall site plan, advocating for plazas and arcades.”
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At Yonge and Eglinton in Toronto it appears that our publicly
accessible space, protected by by-law 110-68 for the last forty
two years, is deemed dispensible by our planners and the North
Toronto Community Council because, as the argument goes,
it is “unattractive and under used”

It has approximately the same dimensions as Rockefeller Plaza
in New York.
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The square at Yonge and Eglinton is at the epicentre
of huge development presently in preliminary design
stages and is ideally situated to be the focal point of
this busy intersection.

The new Eglinton LRT will make this one of the
most important transportation hubs in the City



square





Toronto



The reason the existing square is perceived by some to be
unattractive and under used is not because of the space itself but
the way the space is and has been used.

The edges of the square are blanked off and if you wish to linger
on a fine day you will be obliged to sit on the base of a flagpole,
sculpture or planter box, There are no benches.
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The so called Plaza which the developer is proposing, according
to the city planning report, will accommodate “farmers market
stalls, concerts, cafes and restaurants”

 It is less than one third of the area of the existing square and is
situated on the east side of a 60ft high structure over the square.

It will be in shadow from approx noon to sunset practically
every day of the year
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While the councillor in whose ward the square is located
has done a complete flip-flop, the vast majority of the
people of Toronto have not  !



The value of open space is at a premium, particularly at a time when the Yonge and Eglinton corridor is designated as an area
that should be developed and intensified.

The concrete park at the northwest corner of Yonge and Eglinton serves as one of the few open spaces in the area. There is
been a suggestion from the owners of the Greenwin buildings to close in the space by adding a two-story glass "CrystalPalace"
in order to make more retail space available. An application went forward to the Committee of Adjustments but the decision
was deferred until the area Ratepayers had an opportunity to review the proposal. There has not been a new application to date
but I am looking out for it.

The square at Yonge Eglinton certainly needs a facelift but it should remain available to the public. Part of the deal over 30
years ago was was that extra density density could be added to the office towers in exchange for a commitment to have a public
square. Today the square is needed as much, or more, than three decades ago.

It serves as a lunchtime reprieve for those who work in the area, a patio during the summer Yonge St., Festival, and a place
where people all ages can stroll at their leisure. The concrete park will become even more important when they proposed
developments in the area are under way.

During the long winter's, sometimes they forget the wonderful feeling of sitting on a park bench on a warm sunny day, feeding
the birds or people watching. But also forget to find the time to enjoy those fleeting moments of serenity. At a time when the
city is getting busier and our lives more and more hurried, it is even more critical to have an open space to enjoy. I'm hoping
the owners of the Greenwin buildings will create server space and perhaps even consider a few complementary additions.
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Can our City really afford to lose an important
accesible open space like this ?
Can our City really afford to lose an important
accessible open space like this ?



“Don’t it always seem to go

That you don’t know what
you’ve got...  til it’s gone”

Joni Mitchell


